CHAPTER   X
THE ANSWER
T7IGHTEEN MONTHS later the "ecstatic vision" in the Cal-
jlj ifornia hills took substance in Henry George's first con-
sidered and extended writing on the subject which was to spread
his name around the world. In the meantime his friend, Gov-
ernor Haight, was deep in his fight against the subsidy policy of
the Central Pacific Railroad and had called upon George for
help.
"The Great Absorber/* as the railroad was known, had been
acquiring vast tracts of land and demanding more and more of
the people's money while the four Sacramento former shop-
keepers and traders who were at the helm, manipulating the
corporation, were gathering to themselves the power of feudal
lords.
In 1862, these men, the "Big Four"-Leland Stanford, Charles
Crocker, Mark Hopkins, and Colis P. Huntington—had man-
aged to make Stanford the governor of California for a two-
year term at the same time that he had been chosen president
of the Central Pacific.1 Their strategy had helped materially
in the passage by Congress, in July of that year, of the Pacific
Railroad Act.
This act and its later amendment had deeded to the rail-
road vast tracts of public domain. The Central Pacific deeds
included a wide strip of land for rights-of-way as well as "alter-
nate sections" of one square mile on both sides of the entire line
thus making the company one of the biggest land owners of
the West.2 The act had further provided a government loan in
the form of thirty-six-year bonds at 6 per cent interest in
amounts ranging from $16,000 per mile of track on flat land to
$18,000 per mile on mountain land. (In one place the four pro-
moters contrived to have 150 miles of flat land considered as
mountain land, thereby netting themselves nearly half a mil-
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